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the State'. This foreshadowing of the corporative conception
of the State is far removed from both the revolutionary ideal
and the Socialism of Saint-Simon. Louis Blanc began to draw
a sharp division between owners of capital and wage-earners,
and Socialist thought advanced on the road to Marxism. Louis
Blanc has the added importance of having actually held politi-
cal power in 1848 and experimented in practice—albeit disas-
trously-—with State-workshops. His contribution to the revolu-
tionary tradition merges into the consequences which followed
from the failure of the Second Republic.1
With this new emphasis on the place of the State in social
reform and control of economic life came a new emphasis on
the place of coercion and violence amongst the inevitable
methods of progress. 'Not to seize power as an instrument is to
find it in one's path as an obstacle,' said Louis Blanc. The
spread of this belief brought Socialism down from the cloudy
realm of theories and speculations, into the arena of organized
politics. The movement tended to become a party. And with
practicality came pessimism, for by now it was the period of the
Second Empire which had many of the more oppressive ele-
ments of modern totalitarian States. France had a controlled
and censored Press, knew only manipulated elections, and bore
the burden of a large, rapacious bureaucracy and State-police.
The bitterness of disillusion and repression was reflected in the
peculiar Socialism of Proudhon.
Proudhon saw, on the one hand, the apparent failure of the
French Revolution and its political tradition to secure civic free-
dom: on the other, the latest inroads of the industrial revolution
upon social freedom and human happiness. He saw sweated
labour, urban overcrowding, recurrent unemployment, and
the accumulation of wealth by a few, His writings are not only
1On Gonstantin Pecqueur (1801-87) see G. Marcy: Constantin
Pecquer,fandateurdu collectivism d'etat (1934); on Louis Blanc (1813-82)
see his Organization du Travail (1840—an English reprint in 1913), and
his Catechisms des Socialities (1849) reprinted in Bayet et Albert: op. cit.,
p. 439 fF. For a critique of both see R. Soltau: French Political Thought
in the Nineteenth Centwy (1931)—an invaluable work for the whole sub-
ject of this chapter.

